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Abstract 
Once we mine space minerals, how will we trade them? Before we mine 
space minerals, how will the risks be packaged and evenly born by investors, 
customers, suppliers and their insurers? To support continuous space mining 
operations, how will supply chains evolve to improve the efficiency and 
profitability of mining companies and their technological evolution?  In short, 
what cooperation and competition mechanisms will be put in place to secure a 
healthy space economy? 
 
Such questions recall the discovery of gold and silver near Denver in 1858, 
the subsequent building of railroad connections to the East, and the central 
role of the Chicago Mercantile Exchange for assuring a consistent grade and 
supply of steel for rails, a futures market for gold, silver, livestock and other 
goods produced in the West, and the means to package and transfer 
production and market risks.  
 
Bruce Cahan is organizing the Space Commodities Exchange, inspired by the 
historical precedents of previous commodities markets, and adapted to 
sustain and accelerate the space economy. 
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